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The Downfall That Comes with Having Too Much Pride
	Having pride in yourself is not a bad thing. Many people own up to the pride that they have for themselves. However, when some take advantage of some situations and the pride that comes with it, it can lead them to worse cases than they expected. In the fiction story, “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor, the grandmother is unsatisfied with where they are heading to on their family trip and we get to see the relationship between her family and her. As we continue to read, we find out what actually ends up happening on their trip. In the story, “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant, the wife named Mathilde is upset because she got an invitation to a party. She knows she is not wealthy enough and can’t afford jewelry or something nice to wear to the event. Both authors use characterization to demonstrate the pitfalls of pride for both main characters, who can easily be compared and contrasted. Once we analyze the actions of the grandmother and Mathilde, we can tell that they both believe they are superior. 
	First, in “A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” the grandmother is characterized as prideful by thinking that she is always the right one. As soon as the story begins, we can we can describe the grandmother as a bit convincing and seems to not listen to others so much. The author starts the story by stating how “THE GRANDMOTHER didn’t want to go to Florida. She wanted to visit some of her connections in east Tennessee and she was seizing at every chance to change Bailey’s mind” (O’Connor 1). Bailey is the grandmother’s son in this story. They both don’t seem to have a good relationship with each other. The grandmother always seems to speak about the past and how things were in a way, better. In the story she states, “Everything is getting terrible. I remember the day you could go off and leave your screen door unlatched. Not no more” (O’Connor 3). The grandmother seems to be a judgmental person towards the children’s mother. Since the grandmother believes she was raised in a time that seemed to be better, for her. She also believes that the children’s mother is not raising them correctly. As the family all go on their trip, we figure out they get involved with the Misfit. The grandmother stated this at the beginning and was why she stated, they should have not gone. All her pride led her to thinking the Misfit wouldn’t kill a nice old lady like her. She ended up turning her situation into a disaster. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Nevertheless, the story “The Necklace” starts off by introducing the main character, Mathilde. We start to see her as a good person but throughout the story that tone changes. As we continue reading, we can see she tries to be seen as more luxurious than she can actually afford. The author states, “She had no handsome gowns, no jewels—nothing, though these were her whole life;” (Maupassant 1). This story can show you how always wanting nice things, can make you a greedy person. Mathilde is seen as this greedy person in the story when she insists that she must have jewelry and a gown for the event. Her husband hesitates and takes her to go buy a dress and a piece of jewelry. The story states, “Suddenly Mathilde discovered, in a black satin box, a magnificent necklace of diamonds, and her heart began to beat with excitement. With trembling hands…” (Maupassant 2). This line shows how dramatic Mathilde’s excitement was over a diamond necklace. Towards the end of the story, we find out that her husband and her lose money from losing the necklace and they endsup having to make all that money back somehow. Maybe it was a sign or lesson for her and her greedy ways. 
	In conclusion, both stories are similar but different at the same time. They both include a main character that believes to see themselves as this superior person that lead them to a disaster. However, in “A Good Man is Hard to Find”, the grandmother represents an old woman who seems to be think she knows better because of how nostalgic she is about her life. In “The Necklace”, Mathilde is also seen as judge mental because she does rank people by what kinds of materialistic things they have. She is different from the grandmother because she is greedy. The grandmother admires her life and cherishes every moment and thing she owns. While, Mathilde is a person who is not happy with her life and tries to buy things she can’t afford. They both had too much pride in themselves that led to very tragic events. 
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